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{.—areports of ibe Mission Fields. 


AMERICA, 


1.—NORTH AMERICA, 


LABRADOR, 


oar 
— 


HILE in this wartime reports have failed to reach 
the Mission Board from some of our fields, 


every station of our Labrador Mission has sent 


oo 


in its account of the work of the last ‘‘ ship- 
year. In this case the expression ship-year means the 
months from the autumn of 1915 to that of 1916. For, 
ere the Labrador winter freezes up the sea around the 
coast, all vessels, including our Harmony, must get away. 
Then the dwellers on those icebound shores are cut off 
from all communication with the outer world till the next 
summer thaws the ice and breaks up the barrier. ‘‘ We 
cannot help thinking,’’ says the last report of Hopedale, 
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‘how difficult it is for eae at stead to realise what life 
in Labrador is like, and how isolated we are in spite of the 
fact that we are not far north of one of the world’s busiest 
water-ways, viz., the Straits of Belle Isle and the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence.’’ The arrival of a fishing schooner from 
Newtoundland on July Sth was their first touch with 
civilisation. For months they had been hungry for news 
from home and especially of the European war. “But the 
captain and crew of this lttle craft proved woefully ignorant 
of what was going on in the world, and it was not till the 
14th that they got any real news. Then.the mail steamer 
brought them a mass of letters and papers, mainly the 
accumulation of the winter and the spring. 

Remote and isolated as this Coast is, it has not re- 
mained unaffected by the war. Imported provisions are 
getting dearer and dearer, which is the more serious for. a 
land that can produce so little of ordinary foodstuffs. And 
the market for exports from Labrador, such as furs, fox- 
skins, seal and fish oils, &c., is getting less favourable. In 
former days seal-fishery occupied the first place in Eskimo 
life, but of late the cod-fishe ry has grown to be so important 
an industry that the very existence of the Eskimo race 
depends upon it. 

Our last year's report told how eight of our missionaries, 
who are of German nationality, had been summoned to 
present themselves to the authorities at St. John’s, New- 
foundland. They had: been permitted to return to their 
stations, but with the surveillance for a time of three police- 
men. They have been able to prosecute their work 
undisturbed, but by command from St. Jolin’s, the 
Harmony last year brought to London the missionary who 
was stationed at Killinek at the northern point of Labrador. 
As we write he is still detained at the Alexandra Palace, 
but his wife and their three younger children have reached 
Kleinwelka, in Saxony, where the older children attend our 
school for missionaries’ children 

There are other children of school age in the mission 
families on the coast, but their parents have not seen the 
way to send them to Europe. Nor have the furloughs, that 


are so necessary in the,case of some of the staff, as yet 
proved possible. 


Thank God, our missionary vessel Harmony was able 
to visit all the stations during 1916, and thus to supply our 
staff at each place with their indispensable stores of pro- 
visions and other necessaries. Her homeward passage in 
December was ‘‘ a most exciting voyage.’’ Only the good 
Hand of God brought the ship safely into her haven. That 
the ‘‘S.F.G.,’’ the Society for the Furtherance of the 
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Gospel; which owns this vessel and cares specially for this 
Mission, permits her to brave the enhanced perils of navi- 
gation in war-time, is of inestimable value for the mission- 
aries and for our native Christians. We commend this 
year's voyage of our missionary barque (auxiliary steam) 
to the special intercession of our readers. 

School is diligently carried on at all our Labrador sta- 
tions for the Eskimo boys and girls, and at the three southern 
ones for the English- speaking children of the settlers. ‘These 
mostly live at a considerable distance from the station, so 
the fathers bring the children early in the year for a term 
of some nine or ten weeks. It is a pity that they cannot 
be spared from home for a more thorough education. ‘The 
fathers try at least to provide the necessary firewood for the 
schoolhouse. 

Makkovik now has its own schoolhouse, which has been 
completed by the very generous contributions and voluntary 
labour of the members of that ve ry scattered congregation. 
Among the rest, the Newfoundland policeman, stationed 
there during the previous autumn, took a great interest in 
the building and did free labour on it for several weeks. ‘The 
boarding-school was recommenced in it with seventeen 
pupus. 

The Nain report records a visit in February, 1916, from 
a troop of Nascopie Indians. These wanderers came again 
from the interior to trade. They attended some of the ser- 
vices during their short stay. They marched solemnly into 
the church in pairs, headed by their stalwart chief, Osta- 
nitzu. But the difference of language proves a most serious 
barrier to intercourse with them on religious topics. 


To our regret for our Mission Hospital at Okak, Dr. 
Barlow felt obliged to leave his work there in order to serve 
his country, and the same duty has thinned the ranks of 
the Store- keepers for the 8.F.G. The medical work at Okak 
has been taken over by Br. H. Asboe, whose training at 
Livingstone College in London will stand him in good stead 
until this post can again be filled by a fully qualified Doctor. 
Both before leaving Hopedale and on arriving at his new 
post, Br. Asboe had to combat the very serious epidemic of 
measles which spread from station to station last summer. 
Although not so virulent as in 1881, the disease caused many 
deaths among our Eskimoes, both children and adults. 

Last year’s reports mourn that spiritual life seems sadly 
lacking in many of our Eskimoes. They are all ‘* Chris- 
tian '’ in name, and not a few approve themselves as Chris- 
tian indeed. Their faithful ministers plead for the inter- 
cession of our home members, that there may be more 
manifest fruit of the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives 


. - 
naeatieie a 
no oe 


s > . 
 —_— -— —*——- «© 


> 
ep le, il 
——— 


—— 
——~ 


* 
- - E 
 ——_—_ 


= 
——— — se <b ee a 


Tas 68. a es ee ee 


’ wet bt. oe). SOs tbe Os * 


— ee et eS SS Sm 
nat 
~— 


a a aon, ~~ qe ee 6g 
- Pe *o— 2a SB tomes 


* 
- -——— =ee~wq- < 
a oes se 


e+ SRF ,  ~ _ ee 2 as 
. — 


>" xz 


44 @8-@ *. 
a a < 


— 


> he 
— | 


=a ee] - 
oP te wu Be 


SS a ey oO 
—>s : =: > Ss - 
a ee eee eae Ce 
= : 


~* 
a 
a 


—_— — 
+451 -> 
Ban wo 
Ot 


¥. : 
i 
=m @.4 


> 
Re EE 


- — 
. . 
~ —_—_ 
— * after 


88 NORTH AMERICA. | SEPT., 


———- oe ee —_——— ae eee —_ ee 


of the majority of their people. Here, too, the war has 
exercised a disturbing influence, engenderng in some a spirit 
of mistrust and perversity. 


The missionary at Okak concludes his report thus:— 
‘For all the mercies enjoyed by us and our people we are 
thankful to God. We are far away from the theatre of 
war, and have been able to carry on the Lord’s work here 
without being hindered. May this favour be continued to 
us, and may the Lord’s blessing be added to our labours, 
that the souls of this people, for whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
died, be saved from sin in all its forms, to grow in grace. 
To this end we work and pray for an outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit upon us and the people in our care, to lead us 
to, and. to keep us near to, Him who died for all.’’ 


>e<-—- 


ALASKA. 


Since the breaking off of relations between the United 
States of America and Germany, we have ceased to receive 
the Church papers of our American Province. This is the 
more to be regretted as we are largely, though not wholly, 
dependent on their columns for detailed tidings of our 
Alaskan and Californian fields. Consequently our present 
report of these two Missions can only be imperfect. 

Last autumn was a time of very trying experiences, on 
the one hand for our missionaries in Alaska, who were 
eagerly awaiting reinforcement and supplies, and on the 
other hand for our Provincial Mission Board at Bethlehem, 
in Pennsylvania, which had sent out both. The engine of 
the steamer which had the supplies aboard, and on which 
Br. and Sr. Scheel had sailed from Seattle as reinforcement 
for Bethel, broke down on the outward voyage. She had 
to return to that port. The breakdown proved so serious 
that she gave up the voyage altogether. Strenuous endea- 
vours were made at the eleventh hour to get the supplies 
out to the stations, but the Scheels were unable to go for- 
ward, either by steamer or the overland route, via Dawson 
City and down the Yukon River. The experience illustrates 
the mercies and benefits so long enjoyed by our Labrador 
Mission, in that our missionary vessel has been permitted 
year by year to safely convey supplies and missionary tra- 
vellers to each station on that Coast. This faflure entailed 
heavy expense on the home administration at Bethlehem, 
as well as great disappointment at the Alaskan stations, so 
eagerly looking out for the ship that never came. 
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The work has gone on as usual at | Bethel and Quin- 
hagak, our two oldest stations, both on the Kuskokwim 
River. The annual school report of Quinhagak tells of 
larger attendance. The enrolment was forty, including 
five children from the reindeer camp and four belonging to 
two families that moved over to Quinhagak from the 
western side of the river. 

Quinhagak and even Bethel can now be reached by 
steamers of fair size. The new chapel at Akiatsoak, still 
further up the Kuskowim River from Bethel, was built by 
the Eskimoes themselves, practically unaided. It was dedi- 
cated on Sept. 3rd by Br. A. F. Butzin, the Superintendent 
of our Alaskan Mission. 

It will be remembered that in the spring of 1915 Quigil- 
lingok, on the West side of the Kuskokwim River, was 
chosen for the site of our newest station, as a strategic 
centre. The creek on which it is situated has deepened and 
widened, making the place more accessible, and providing 
better fishing for the natives who have come to dwell there. 
During the winter the population was 145 at the new village. 
On either side there are two smaller native villages, and 
the missionary saw prospect of additions from other places 
farther away. 

School has been begun at Quigillingok for the Eskimo 
children, and a number of young men come in the evenings 
to our missionary, Br. F. Drebert, to learn to read and 
write. He is also busy in village work and in medical 
work. The people have been wont to trust to their shamans 
in illness, although they have made abundant experience of 
the rascality of these ‘‘ medicine men.’’ Now they come 
to the missionary for advice and ‘‘ good medicine. ’’ 

Br. Drebert, of whose ‘pioneer experiences our last 
Report told, has made an excellent beginning at Quigillingok. 
But he feels the need of reinforcement all the more as his 
eye rests on the regions beyond. He writes:—'‘ At Quigil- 
lingok and the neighbouring villages we have over 200 
people; between here and Nelson Island there are at least 
300; and over 200 on Nelson Island proper ; all without 
school and little or no civilising influence. 


See 


CALIFORNIA. 


\ll three missionaries in this field have been forced to 
the eonclusion that the communication between the stations 
and the service of their distant filials can better be accom- 
plished by motor power than by horse and trap. The Super- 
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intendent, Br. Weinland, at Banning, the main station, and 
Br. Staveley, at Martinez, in the hot desert, have both got 
Ford automobiles, and Br. Woosley now uses a motor 
bicycle. In every’ case this has proved a saving of time, 
expense, and health. For the distances to be traversed are 
so great that the missidnary had to spend hours and days in 
endless driving over dusty, sandy roads under the tropical 
sun. Parts of their district, too, are exceedingly hilly, and 
there are streams to be crossed which can be very dangerous 
in flood times. Br. Woosley learnt this lesson thoroughly 
once in attempting to ford a little river which had been 
swollen into a raging torrent by sudden rains. It rolled 
missionary, horses, and carriage over and over again, and 
he was in imminent peril of his life. 

He writes thus of his district. _— includes Rincon, 
La Jolla and Pechanga:—* The work at these three stations 
has been at an apparent standstill se a number of years, 
but this year has witnessed an improvement both in interest 
and church attendance. Though the Indians are large ly in- 
different to religious teaching, there are stirrings of the Holy 
Spirit among them. Some are really awakened, and w:2 
know that our work is not in vain in the Lord. 
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JAMAICA. 


The outstanding event in this Province of 1916 was the 
August hurricane, the third and worst in four years. It 
differed from most of these terrible visitations in that it 
struck the island generally and all parts suffered severely 
Several of our congregations were particularly hard hit. The 
report of FAIRFIELD says:—' The hurricane on the night 
of the 15th of August was by far the most violent experienced 
in many years, and inflicted no little damage. Several 
buildings were destroyed, trees were uprooted, and the culti- 


vation of our people suffered severely.”” FULNECK reports 


the parsonage, church, and pipe organ badly damaged, and 
the school-house demolished. LITITZ also tells of school 
and outhouses wrecked, and CARMEL of its temporary 
church building unroofed. Consequently the organ was 
saturated with rain and rendered unserviceable. At NAZA- 
RETH and BETHANY the ripe crops of coffee and pimento 
were injured. 


A SETTLER’S Housr NEAR Hoprpabe. LABRADOR. (See p. 87) 
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THE Harmony ANCHORED OFF THE COAST OF LABRADOR. (See p. 87.) 
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The Province has no extra resources, and it will be 
some time before it can recover trom this blow. The war 
has also tended to make 1916 a time of financial strain, but 
our Jamaica members have striven to do their duty to their 
Chureh. 

The statistical returns show some thirty congregations 
with a total membership of 15,702 and a communicant mem- 
bership of 6,503. The largest congregations are CARMEL 
(members 1,337, communicants 575), SPRINGFIELD (M. 
1,378, C. 500), SALEM. (M. 959, C. 444), FAIRFIELD 
(M. 933, C. 476), LITITZ. (M. 897, .C. 319), and FUL- 
NECK (M. 768, C. 305). There are 20 station schools and 
31 outlying Day-schools, with 8,851 scholars. The 38 
Sunday-schools number 2,236 scholars. 

In respect of self-supply the report says: ** We have 
honestly striven, and not without success, to secure minis- 
ters from among our own ranks. But even these are be- 
coming depleted, and the staff of missionaries must soon be 
strengthened, if we are to maintain our position, influence, 
and prestige.’ Recent years liave brought losses of °’ foreign 
missionaries ’’ by death, illness, and retirement, and there 
Is at present occasion for concern in respect of the health 
of members of the staff. Br. Reinke had to take furlough 
in the States, and has returned better and stronger, but not 
vet fully restored. Br. Wilde, too, is in urgent need of rest 
after months of serving Lititz as well as his own congrega- 
tion, Bethabara, where God's blessing has manifestly rested 
on the work. There has been an increase in communi- 
cants, the regular services having been well attended, and 
the special services crowded. Br. Lopp has. been very ill 
with pneumonia, and he is the minister at Carmel, where 
great undertakings are being bravely faced by pastor and 
people. The old church, built in 1827 and enlarged in 1857, 
has been taken down. Public service was held in it for the 
last time on March 26th, 1916, and many felt it deeply that 
they would never again worship within its walls. 1917 was 
(D.V.) to have witnessed the erection of the new church, 
and a good deal of the material of the old one should be 
available for it. But the damage done to the temporary 
building by the hurricane, and the illness of the pastor, 
cannot but prove a hindrance to progress. [Friends in the 
United States have enabled the congregation to repair the 
temporary church and to make their organ serviceable again. 

The work on the new church in Kingston continued to 
be pushed until April, 1916, when the minister, Br. Reinke, 


fell ill. During his absence the congregation stood together 


well, and they accorded him and his wife a warm welcome 
when they returned in November. 
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Space forbids reference to “the ethied stations, or extracts 
from their reports, which tell, e.g., of a Jubilee celebration 
at MIZPAH, ‘an occasion long to be remembered,’’ and 
describe BEULAH as a “‘ sturdy congregation.’’ We covet 
this description for all its sister congregations in the island 
of Jamaica, and for all our mission stations. 
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THE EASTERN PROVINCE. 


As in the Western Province of our West Indian work, so 
also in the Eastern, the most striking and serious event of 
the year under review has been a hurricane. While Jamaica 
suffered from such a visitation in August, 1916, it was nearly 
two months later, during the night from October 9th to the 
10th, that the Danish Islands were devastated by an even 
more destructive cyclone. It was the worst storm for many 
years, including that of 1899. The amount of damage in- 
flicted in a few hours was amazing. All our stations in the 
Islands of St. Thomas, St. Jan, and § St. Croix suffered more 
or less. Though many homes of our people were ruined, no 
loss of life was reported among our members. But much 
Church property was injured on all three islands. The most 
serious damage was the complete overthrow of our com- 
paratively new church at Emmaus, at the western -end of 
St. Jan, where the wind swept over the island with terrific 
force 

Thanks to help froin the Government and generous con- 
tributions from other parts of our Unity, particularly from 
our American Province, our congregations on these islands 
are recovering slowly. But it w ill be many a day before they 
have regained eround completely, and it will be hard to find 
the means to rebuild the Emmaus church. A pleasing in- 
stance of true brotherly charity is the collection of 120° 
shillings, sent by members of our congregation at Carmel, 
Jamaica, as soon as thev heard of the calamity in the Danish 
West Indies. They had themselves suffered severely from 
the Jamaica hurricane, but desired all the more to send 
instant help to their brethren, similarly afflicted. There 

were 61 contributors, ranging from a few pence up to 30 
shillings. 

These Danish Islands are now 
They have been sold to the United States of America, and 
on April Ist of this year the “‘ Stars and Stripes’ floated 
on every Government building. St. Thomas, St. Croix, and 
St. Jan are now the ‘‘ Vi irgin “‘Tslands of the United States. ”’ 


‘ Danish ’’. no longer. 
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W hat effect this change may have on the work of our Church 
in this section of our Kastern West Indian Province remains 
to be seen. 

The good work on the other islands, St. Kitts, Barbados, 
Antigua, Tobago, and Trinidad, has gone forward without 
disturbance. We particularly regret that our Training Col- 
lege for the future ministry of this Province has continued 
in abevance, and appears only too likely to do so till the end 
of the war. This is the more serious as the health of the 
Kuropean and American members of the staff has demanded 
several furloughs, and death has called away two of our 
ablest native ministers, whom we could ill spare at this time. 
On the 23rd of October, 1916, Br. Joseph Carrington died 
at Sharon, Barbados. When a few years ago he retired from 
active and distinguished Government service as Inspector of 
Schools for the island, he gave himself wholly to the ministry 
in our Church, in which he had been partly engaged for many 
vears previously. Barbados has lost in him a devoted 
member and an able and faithful pastor. The new Mission 
of this Province in the Island of Santo Domingo has suffered 
a similar loss in the death on February Ist, 1917, of Br. 
John Bloice. He has rendered excellent service in the early 
stages of the work at San Pedro de Macoris, the first of our 
four-stations in this island. The blow is all the harder as 
the young Mission is rapidly extending and needs vigorous 
pioneers. Besides Macoris and Consuelo in its neighbour 
hood, work has recently opened up at two other centres 
One of these is San Agustin, at La Romana, whose begin- 
nings were referred to in our last year's report. The pioneer 
wor k done there by Br. A. B. Romig has been continued 
by Br. van Vleck, who, however, must now take charge of 
the Macoris congregation, orphaned by the death of Br. 
Bloice. The other is in the capital of the island, the City 
of Santo Domingo. Here our Church took over in July, 
1916, the excellent and most necessary work of the ‘‘ Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance.’ Many of its members have 
come thither from our congregations in the other West 
Indian islands. Here, too, deplorable circumstances have 
deprived the promising work of a minister, just when ade- 
quate provision for these tour congregations appeared to 
have been made. 

The influence of the protracted war has continued to be 
felt in all the islands of this Province. It has also pre- 
vented our receiving the reports of the various congregations 
in time for this review of the year’s work. We must there- 
fore content ourselves with tha above items of intelligence, 
gathered mainly from our correspondence with the Pro- 
vincial Elders’ Conference. 
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NICARAGUA. 


Bishop Hamilton s Official Visit. 


The past vear was an important one for the Mission on the 
Moskito Coast, Nicaragua. In our last Annual Report we referred 
to the fact that the American representative on the Mission 
Board, Br. J ‘I’. Hamilton, together with the Mission Secretary, 
gy. W. Richard, bad gone to the Moskito Coast by way of the United 
States for the purposes of an urgently needed “* visitation. 
Gladly would we give the readers of our Report a complete 
account of this official visit, but we have ourselves not had 
a connected Report of it. Only now and again, and in dis- 
connected form, have letters reached us. Thus on Sept. 
18th two letters arrived together, of which the one, dated 
May 20th, announced Br. Hamilton’s arrival at Bluefields, 
whilst the other, of August 18th, told of the comviet:on of 
his visit! Neither a Report of the visit nor the annual 
Reports or the Statistics of the mission-stations have 
reached us, whilst at the same time numerous letters des- 
patched from this side seem to have disappeared. God 
grant that the unexpected turn of the political wheel in 
yonder far-off corner of the world may not have serious 
consequences for the freedom of action, the property, and 
the work of the Germans who are on the staff of the Mission- 
field. 

Br. Hamilton's visitation extended from May 20th to 
August 21st, 1916. Accompanied by Br. G. Grossmann, 
the Superintendent, he visited all our stations except the 
two Sumu settlements Wasakin and Ebenezer, which were 
visited later on by Br. Grossmann. Although it was the 
time of the rainy season, the tour, which lasted nine weeks, 
was not once interrupted by the weather, which was favour- 
able throughout. He was able to report that he had been 
graciously preserved in health, and protected from all harm 
and evil. 

Main Purpose of the Visit. 

The visitator’s attention was particularly directed to 
the elaboration and furtherance of the work of the native 
agency. As is well known, the Moskito Mission has from 
its inception been served, not only by white missionaries, 
but reinforcements have been drawn from our West Indian 
churches, not a few of whom have worked with«mnuch bless- 
ing on the Moskito Coast. However, in the eves of the 
Indians these Negro brethren were likewise ‘‘foreign mis- 
sionaries, and their continued employment would not have 
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been good tor the development of the Province towards 
independence. The visitator’s efforts were largely directed 
towards furthering the work of the Mission in this direction. 
This showed itselt firstly in the fact that the Superintendent, 
sr. Grossmann, was relieved of his duties of head-pastor 
of the Bluefields congregation, which had hitherto devolved 
upon him. They have been transterred to Br. S. Neath, 
who was ordained a Presbyter by Br. Hamilton on August 
22nd. In this way it will be possible for Br. Grossmann 
to devote his energies wholly and solely to the work laid 
upon him by the development of the native agency, which 
is still very backward. Furthermore, at Br. Hamilton's in- 
stigation an Indian boy, J. Rigby by name, whom his father 
(a true Christian man) had given to the Lord unreservedly, 
has been sent to the United States for the purpose of being 
thoroughly trained in the Moravian educational establish- 
ments there, with a view to his serving later as a missionary 
among his own people. The North American Auxiliary 
Society, the S.P.G, has undertaken all the costs of his 
training. Members of our Church in the Southern Province 
of the United States have provided the means whereby a 
sifted young Creole from Bluefields can be sent to an insti- 
tution for coloured people (the Slater Institute), where he 
is to be trained as a teacher. And in this connection we 
might also state that Br. L. Hodgson, a young Moravian 
belonging to the Bluefields congregation, who has been 
studying at his own expense in the United States, has en- 
tered Mission service, and has been appointed a mission 
assistant at Bluefields. 


Out-posts Manned by Evangelists. 


Various posts, where hitherto only very occasionally the 
gospel has been preached by visiting missionaries, but the 
inhabitants of which earnestly desired to be properly in- 
structed, were furnished with native evangelists. For ex- 
ample, Br. Jiminez, a Bluefields Creole, went for Christ's 
sake as an evangelist to the Sumu Indians at Wasakin, in 
the Princeapolka district; Br. Theophilus, the son of a 
former faithful ‘‘ helper ’’ in the Indian church at Yulu, 
was found willing to settle down with his family among the 
Sumus.on the upper reaches of the Wawa River; and the 
Karata Indian, Br. Lockwood, constrained by the love of 
Christ, also left his native village with his family, in order 
to take up work at Kruta, in the far North, and to preserve 
this promising field of missionary labour on the one hand 
from being ruined by heathenism in its old and new guise 
(‘‘ Spiritism ’’) and, on the other hand, from the invasion 
of Roman Catholic monks, and to win it: for the pure and 
free gospel. Weak human instruments they are, but still, 
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in view of their voluntary offers of service for the Sil of 
Lords, one cannot but be reminded of the words of the 
veteran Bishop Rondthaler at the General Synod of 1909, 
when he said: ‘‘ A lama, a Bush-negro, a Moskito Indian, 
can in these times of retrenchment, if filled with the mighty 
Spirit of our God, do more for the Missions than we Bishops, 
Presbyters, and Deacons all put together.’ 

To what extent the heathen districts need: evangelists 
such as these is evident from a remark of Br. Heath's, at 
Sangsangta, the station which is furthest advanced, geo- 
graphically, in the heathen territory on the Wangks River. 
He writes: ‘‘ Our native assistant, Br. Howell—a Creole— 
left us last September after two years’ service, and as yet 
we have not found a successor. We can, of course, attend 
to the needs of our station here quite well ourselves, but 
then the visiting at a distance suffers. [For example, there 
are 35 schoolchildren in San Carlos, for whom I can just 
manage to keep school once a month; and again 35. in 
Wirrapani, whom I can only visit once a quarter. And what 
shall I say of the evangelistic tours to more distant places, 
which are so very necessary? I have not been able to go 
to Bocay at all this year, which means that this whole 


district in the interior has only been visited three times in 


>? 


nine years. 

Special attention is to be given to the regular instruc- 
tion and training of native evangelists who could also be 
employed as schoolmasters here and there, and Br. H. 
Schubert, who is at present prevented by the war from 
returning to this Missionfield from Europe, has been com- 
missioned definitely to take up this work on his return to 
Twappi. It is simply of vital importance for all further 
efforts in the direction of the development of the Native 
Church, the curtailment of the foreign agency, and the ex- 
tension of this Missionfield. All work of this kind needs 
to be supported in an especial degree by the prayers of the 
Home churches. 


Need for Reinforcements. 


During the past year a serious gap has been made in 
the narrow circle of our missionaries by death. On October 
16th, Br. F. Zollhéfer died, at Pearl Lagoon—a pious and 
devoted servant of the Lord, who was highly esteemed both 
by his fellow-missionaries and by those who were under his 
care. It will be evident to all friends of Missions what the 
loss of so earnest, so experienced, and so pious a worker 
means for our Mission, and above all for the littl@ band of 
missionaries on the Moskito Coast. It is a small and 
weak force which is holding out on the Moskito Coast in the 
name of the Church, and it is working beyond its strength 
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while yet it is day. Br. Danneberger, at Sandy Bay, whom 
Br. Hamilton ordained a Presbyter on June 18th, 1916, and 
Br. Heath are sadly in need of a furlough. Br. RK. Bishop 
has been in the States since July, 1916, and it seems to be 
uncertain whether or when he will return. The native 
Brethren Garth and Lewis ought soon to be allowed to retire 
from active service, for they have fully earned their rest. 
Our Moskito missionaries have not been spared trouble and 
sickness. 

One cannot be surprised therefore when Br. Hamilton 
urgently demands for this Missionfield, in addition to Br. 
Fischer, who has already been appointed but is serving his 
country in the army at the present time, four new men, in 
order that the work, upon which the blessing of God is 
manifestly resting, may be maintained and extended, and 
the few missionaries who still remain may be preserved from 
breaking down completely under the weight of work that 
devolves upon them—a request which, to our great regret, 
has so far not met with any response in the United States. 
All the more rejoiced were we when Br. D. Hugland and 
his wife, both of them Swedish subjects, declared their 
willingness in God’s name to accept the call to this field, 
and to risk the dangerous voyage across the Atlantic. On 
May 3rd they left their home followed by the prayers and 
good wishes of their friends, and we know that they reached 
New York in safety on the 18th of May of the present year. 
Also Sr. L. Bahr embarked from Stettin, on December 7th 
last, in order to be married to Br. F. Schramm, of Wasla. 
On December 21st last she arrived at Bethlehem, Pa., 
U.S.A. We have no further news of her. 

We know that our missionaries on the Moskito Coast 
are working faithfully, and that they are doing their work 
in taith and trust in God, Who has sent them there. Details 
respecting their labours are lacking. Still we firmly believe 
that in the past year they have been allowed to realise 
that the Word of the Living God brings forth fruit, and that 
He has allowed His grace and His love to rule and to lead 
them and their congregations. 


vee 
4—SOUTH AMERICA. 


DEMERARA. 
Neither reports nor letters from Graham's Hall, George- 
town, or Tabernacle have reached the Mission Board in the 
year under review. (See Periodical Accounts, June, 1917. 
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The Mission and the War. 


From this, the largest of our mission-fields, only statis 
tics have come to hand, and correspondence by letter has 
become increasingly difficult from month to month. Im- 
portant questions which appear to have been discussed in 
Surinam have not come betore the Board, who could only 
infer from certain allusions in the letters received that on 
the other side of the ocean decisions were being awaited 
on matters concerning which we over here had no intorma- 
tion. Even between the Colony itself and its mother- 
country, Holland, intercourse is entirely suspended. In 
these circumstances nothing in the nature of a_ proper 
Report can be issued, especially since Bishop Hamilton, 
the representative of Surimam on the Mission Board, who 
has personal knowledge of affairs in that Mission, has, after 
completing an official visitation in Nicaragua, remained 1 
the United States, where he is now conducting an active 
campaign on behalf of our Missions. Acutely as the en- 
forced separation from this and other mission-fields is felt 
by us, our missionaries, cut off as they are from their 
homes and family connections and, above all, from their 
children in the Home Provinces, sufter doubly under the 
isolation, and it is no small portion of the burden of war 
which thus falls to their share. A few words from a letter 
written by Br. R. Voullaire, the Superintendent of the 
Mission, dated April llth, 1917, describe their position 
and their feelings: ‘‘ We are becoming more and more 
isolated. The only at all reliable news of current events 
which reaches us is contained in the newspapers from the 
neighbouring Colony of ‘Demerara. How long we shall 
be able to exist thus, like a solitary island surrounded by 
the foes of Germany, whilst one after the other the States 
of South and Central America unite w ith her enemies, God 
alone knows. As the cable, too, is damaged, we now hear 
nothing at all, and continue to live our unreal life. What 
is to become of us if the war does not end this year, and 
those whose furlough is due are unable to travel? We 
have many anxieties, and at present all is dark. But God 
stands behind the clouds. And the Lord liveth!’’ 


An Official Visitor from Europe. 


For our missionaries in Paramaribo it must lrave been 


a source of joy and encouragement to have a visitor from 
Herrnhut in the person of Br Woldemar Richard (a native 
of Switzerland), who was requested by the heads of our 
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business concerns_in Surinam to visit that country at the 
conclusion of his official trade visitation in Nicaragua, in 
order to obtain personal insight into the many branches of 
trade connected with our Mission. The Mission Board 
gladly gave its consent to this arrangement. On the 
voyage the ship on which Br Richard was a_ passenger 
was caught in the terrible hurricane which did such damage 
in the West Indies, but by God’s mercy the vessel escaped 
unhurt, though she was in the greatest danger, and we 
were thankful to hear of our brother's safe arrival at Para- 
marivo on Novemoper 138th, 1916. His intention was to 
make a stay of some weeks, but the exigencies of war pro- 
langed his visit to one of fully four months. This enabled 
him to see something of the mission work proper, and he 
also, on the occasion of a journey to our Bushland stations, 
made the unwelcome acquaintance ot that dreaded Chery 
of missionaries in the tropics, malaria. Other war guests 
have also visited Paramaribo, e.g, a certain Dr. Mueller 
ana: tis wite, from India. These latter embarked with Br. 
Richard on February 22nd, 1917, for New York. — Br. 
Richard has since reached Herrnhut safely. 

ite November the highly esteemed Governor of the 
Colony, Baron von Asbeck, laid down his office, after five 
vears service, and was succeeded by Herr von Staal. 


a 


Statistics. and New Churches. 
The Old Mission bas six stations in Paramaribo itself, 


Hn Seventeen in the countr\ districts, With a& larve ulreHu 


—_ 


under ‘regular visitation There are 28,185 persons under 
its care. 7.728 of whom are communicant members, whilst 
8.258 are classified as *‘ baptized adults.”” With regard 


to the relation between these two figures we would refer 
our readers to the remarks made in the Report on South 
Africa. 261 persons were confirmed and 73 couples mar- 
ried—the latter representing a result of missionary work 
not to be under-estimated, standing, as it does, under the 
blessing of God, for orderly family life and the growth and 
strengthening of healthy Christian and social conditions. 
Two new churches were dedicated, one at Fortuin on 
October 8th, and the other at Goed Succes on October 15th. 
As a result of faithful effort the debt on the church building 
in one of the town districts was wiped off. The building cost 
24,000 florins (£2,000), and in the course of ten years the 
native congregation themselves, by dint of no little exertion, 
have raised the sum of 16,000 florins (£1,333), and are 
now free of debt. This is all the more encouraging 
inasmuch as our Church members in Surinam leave, as a 
rule, much to be desired in the matter of paving church 
dues. Hard times may have something to do with this, 
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though the natives seem | swan to A ae money enough for 
the cinema. 
Local Conferences. 

In October various Conferences took place in Para- 
maribo, ¢.g., one at which our whole missionary staff, 
together with eight native ministers, discussed all manner 
of missionary problems and exchanged ministerial expe- 
riences. One question dealt with was that of house to 
house and sick visiting. A thorough overhauling of the 
statistics of the Mission was also discussed. ‘This Con- 
ference was followed by one with the lJBushland mis- 
sionaries, and later on by another on educational matters. 
The last-named had perforce to be held in the absence of 
Br. L. Schuetz, the Inspector of Schools, who is on tur- 
lough in Holland, where he has addressed many gatherings 
and aroused fresh interest in the very important branch 
of missionary work in Surinam represented by our large 
schools, of which there are no fewer than 35, with 2, 928 
scholars. The training and the subsequent control and in- 
spection of the native teachers are in themselves a severe 
tax on the School Inspector, especially as the teachers are 
not seldom tempted by offers of higher salary from other 
bodies to forsake our service quite suddenly, and it is often 
exceedingly difficult to find substitutes. 


Sunday Schools. 


The Sunday-school does not seem to play the same 
prominent part in Surinam as in some other mission- 
fields, to judge by the statistics of the Old Mission, which 
tabulate only 1,806 Sunday-school scholars, or 61 per cent. 
of those in our Day-schools. 


Associations. 

The Surimam Mission is rich in Associations. There 
are two }.M.C.A.'s, six Guilds for girls, a Bible Reading 
Association, a lract Society, Missionary Societies (ite 
Association and a number of missionary Prayer Unions), a 
League of Help tor the Children’s Home at Saron, Nursing 
Societies (in connection with which our Leper Asylum at 
Bethesda: must not be forgotten), gatherings for praver, &c. 

Health Conditions. 

It is not to be wondered at that, amongst so large a 
staff of native and foreign workers, and in a tropical cli- 
mate which in places is exceedingly unhealthy, cases of 
sickness have not been wanting. Yet we cannot but be 


very grateful to God that He has so graciously helped our 


missionaries through, especially as several of them are 
much in need of furlough, but owing to the war are unable 
to travel, and are compelled to hold out in the trying 
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elimate, and do their full share of the work. For there 
can be no relief sent from home, although we hope that 
in the course of this year two Dutch mission-students with 
their brides will be ready to go out. Br. Lehmann had a 
rather serious illness, and also two of the younger mis- 
sionaries, but we are glad to know that they have been 
able to take up work again. The evangelist Eltenberg, in 
Jakobkondre, lost-his-young wife, m.n., Helstone, on the 
5th of September, and on the 24th of February, 1917, the 
faithful old assistant, Br. Luke Muringen, died at Wanika. 
He had been in the service of the Mission in various places 
since 1873, and was most devoted and conscientious. In 
him is laid to rest one of the oldest native workers in 
this Mission, who had had personal experience of more 
than forty years of Surinam’s missionary history. He 
leaves behind an honoured and fragrant memory. 
The New Mission. 

The New Mission amongst the Bush Negroes, Java- 
nese, and British Indians has 2,723 persons under its 
immediate care; but its real work is not to be gauged by 
numbers, since it is carried on amongst heathen, who have 
yet to be won to Christianity. The above figures repre- 
sent only the already visible and tangible result of this work. 

The Bushland Mission. 

The oldest of these daughter-missions of our Surinam 
work, that among the Bush Negroes, is responsible for 
2,471 of the number given above, the Javanese mission tor 
60, and that amongst the British Indians for 192. The 
statistics report 19 adult and 6 infant baptisms in She 
Bush country, one adult baptism amongst the Javanese, 
and 10 adult and two infant baptisms of British Indians— 
a total of 30 adults and 8 infants baptized. Besides these, 
5 couples were married and 17 persons confirmed in con- 
nection with the New Mission. ‘These figures may seem 
to some of our readers small and insignificant, and yet 
probably every one of them represents a miracle of Divine 
grace following on long and toilsome work on the part of 
the missionary, a victory of faith and love over hard heathen 
hearts, and therefore we will rejoice with thankfulness 
over the Divine blessing, and will not be weary in praying 
that the Daystar may arise in the darkness and usher 
in the full light of day. | 

The Javanese and the Coole Missions. 

In the Bushland mission we have five stations as 
centres of widely spread activity. The mission to the 
Javanese has its headquarters in the house of Br. Bielke, 
the missionary at Leliendahl; and the work amongst 
British Indians is under the direction of Br. Wenzel in 
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l’aramaribo and Br. Legéene, at present in Gertruidenberg. 
We say ‘at present,’ for the new Coolie station at 
Alkmaar, which is to be the centre of Br. Legéne’s activity, 
is already in building. The outer framework of the 
dwelling-house was finished on January 24th, 1917. The 
money for the erection of an Orphanage is also in hand. 
This is a most necessary project, for the real hope of this 
mission is in definite work amongst the young. Our aim 
must be to win these, to remove them from the idolatrous 
and immoral influence of the older generation, and _ to 
give them a careful Christian education. We intend for 
the present to admit 15 girls, but we shall care for the 
boys too, as God gives us the means and opens the way. 
It is due to the generous help of Danish friends that our 
Mission has been enabled to lengthen its cords in this 


direction in war-time. We would herewith express our 
thanks to them and to our friends in Holland. Amongst 


the latter Br. H. Weiss, of Zeist, has during the past 
year, in spite of the war, found much encouragement in 
lis untiring efforts. But for the help of these friends the 
work of our Moravian Mission, and especially of the 
schools, could not have been carried on so vigorously as 
has under the blessing of God been the case. 

We unite with our missionaries in Surinam and their 
congregations in the prayer that in this great mission. 
field Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, may arise 
more and more fully, and may extend His kingdom of 
light and truth, freedom. and peace. 
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SOUTH AFRICA, EAST AND WEST. 


Effects of the War. 


the work of the Mission. True, there have been limitations, 
hindrances, and difficulties ; and some of the staff were in- 
terned. But, speaking generally, things have refhained as 
they were, and the majority of our missionaries have been 


allowed to go on with their work. Preaching, pastoral work, 


HEN one surveys the great South African Mission- 
field, one cannot but acknowledge with gratitude 
that in the midst of the present world-war the 


ea | ; 7 
grace of God has not failed to manifest itself in 
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and the care, outwardly, of church and school have continued 
as usual—and also fraternal relationships with the Sister- 
Colonial Churches have remained undisturbed. We feel 
that we have a right to rejoice over this, and to mingle with 
our gratitude to God a word of commendation for our 
German missionaries, ‘* whose faithfulness to their Christian 
convictions, whose humble, Christlike minds, and whose 
unimpaired loyalty to the British Colonial Government have 
been Clearly in evidence. 

[t is much to be regretted that from our Kafhfir Mission 
in South Africa, East, neither Reports nor Statistics have 
been received; whilst from South Africa, West, this time the 
full statistical returns but no Reports are to hand. Thus 
the material which we possess for the purposes of our Report 
is limited in quantity. 

South Africa, East, Jost by the death of the native 
minister, Br. P. Mguni (Oct. 22, 1916), a faithful and valu- 
able labourer, and his loss is all the more painful as he had 
taken upon himself, in addition to his own station, Magadla, 
the caré of Bethesda, which was deprived of its pastor, Br. 
F. Muller, owing to the internment of the latter, and had 
always shown himself helpful to Sr. Miller. 

Although here and there sickness made its appearance, 
in general the health of our missionaries and their children 
was good in both Mission Provinces. 

Br. F. Miller, of Bethesda, who, as stated in our last 
Report, had been interned for over a year, received permis- 
sion in December, 1916, to go and live at Greatberg with 
his family, whilst Br. W. Hartmann, of Basiya, who was 
for a time released, has been a prisoner again since March, 
1916. But Br. Miiller’s respite was only of short duration, 
for at the beginning of March, 1917, the well-known order 
was promulgated in accordance with which all missionaries 
of German nationality residing within 30 miles of the sea- 
coast were to be interned. Weas well as the German Mis- 
sionary Societies working in Cape Colony were affected 
thereby. Br. Miller had once more to leave his family 
behind and to go to Pietermaritzburg, and together with 
him the Brn. E. Poiet, of Mamre, P. Mosel, of Clarkson, 
as also some of the brethren employed in our Stores. An 
exception was made in the case of the Brn. Will and Rap- 
parlié, of Elim, who were allowed to take up their abode 
at Genadendal, without, however, in any way engaging in 
active service. 

Much, however, as these internments are to be de- 
plored, we nevertheless cannot but acknowledge that the 
Colonial Government has shown the utmost consideration 
towards our brethren, and that in the face of much oppo- 
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sition. Our missionaries realised the goodness of God in an 
especial degree when .the wives and children of our East 
African missionaries were brought to Pretoria. Without 
doubt, the fact that the Superintendent of our South Africa, 
East, Mission, Br. E. van Calker, and his wife were allowed 
to visit them there and minister in some measure to their 
comfort, was a great relief to them in their sad plight. 


The Kaffir Mission. 

Our work among the Kaftfirs in South Africa, East, has 
been blessed of God. At the request of the chiefs several 
new out-posts in Tembuland were founded, and the work 
of the Mission was continued without interruption. The 
latest statistics to hand (December, 1915) show that there 
are 11,238 souls in the care of the Mission. Out of 4,719 
adult members, 3,484 were communicants, and 937 were 
baptised adults who had either not yet asked to be admitted 
to the Holy Communion or had not been allowed to par- 
ticipate for inward reasons. A comparison of these two sets 
of figures with one another affords a favourable insight into 
the spiritual standing of the churches. At that time there 
were 604 persons undergoing instruction for baptism, and 
1,072 had asked to be instructed in the doctrines of the 
Christian Church. 


The Hottentots of S. Africa, West. 

We are able to obtain a somewhat more exact picture 
of the work among the Hottentots in South Africa, West, 
by perusing the statistical returns for 1916. Large congre- 
gations are here being served by only a few men, on whose 
shoulders rests a tremendous amount of work. Thus Gena- 
dendal has 3,863 members, Elim 2,057, Mamre 1,899, Goed- 
verwacht 1,023, and then follow the smaller churches. And 
what is comprised in the work of each individual missionary ” 
The following will give us some idea: The regular and stated 
services of the sanctuary, to say nothing of such things as 
baptisms, marriages, funerals, etc.; the minute and careful 
pastoral work that has to be done among all the members 
of the church ; instruction preparatory to baptism and con- 
firmation ; supervision at an occasional service at the out- 
stations and preaching-places; instruction for the so-called 
‘“new people ’’; evangelistic work; selection of and instruc- 
tion for the *‘ helpers’ and the evangelists; the keeping 
in touch intimately with the work ofthe Schools at the 
various stations; superintendence and organisation of the 
Sunday-schools—not to speak of the abundance of work of 
a temporal nature which necessarily falls to the lot of every 
missionary. | | 

One can well imagine under these circumstances what 
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it means when, as was recently the case at Mamre, the mis- 
sionary is suddenly ordered to be ready for internment 
within the space of three hours, and how difficult it is to fill 
a vacancy like that at such short notice. ‘‘ We were only 
just able, ’ writes the Superintendent, Br. R. Marx, “* to fill 
these great and sorry gaps; and we are endeavouring to pull 
through in the hope that we shall be spared any further 
blows, for in that case we should have no one else to fill 
the gaps. — 

Altogether, there are in South Africa, West, 13.402 souls 
in the care of our missionaries—an increase of 356 over 
against the year 1915. And in this connection we are glad 
to observe that the said increase is not merely identical with 
the natural increase in the families of our Christian converts, 
but that 93 baptisms of adult heathens and 36 baptisms ot 
heathen children are recorded, and that in a Mission Pro 
vince with regard to which at one time it was thought there 
were no more heathen for, us to baptise. 


Educational Work. 


The .work of the Schools is considerable in our South 
African Mission. South Africa, West, has 2,000 scholars 
undergoing instruction. The only foreign teacher, Sr. L. 
Hanna, is at present in the homeland for her health's sake. 
Twenty-eight native male teachers and 15 native female 
teachers are in charge of the work. In the Training School 
for teachers at Genadendal there were 24 pupils, 17 of whom 
passed the Government examination, and four of these got 
Class |. certificates. 


Value of the Statistical Tables. 


As the detailed statistical tables afford an insight into 
the different classes in the several congregations, a careful 
study of these gives us the right to draw certain likely con- 
clusions regarding the inner life and standing of the congre- 
gations. ‘Take, for example, as before in the case of South 
Africa, East, especially the relationship of the communicant 
membership to the baptised adults. This is important. 
Confirmation in our Missionfields is not automatic, so to 
speak, but is a freewill step presupposing genuine Christian 
conviction on the part of the individual—the expression of a 
true hunger and thirst after righteousness, and of the con- 
viction that in Jesus Christ alone, and in the whole-hearted 
surrender of oneself to Him and to His service, salvation, 
strength, and true happiness are to be found. There is no 
denving the fact that in this respect in South Africa, West, 
a decided defect is manjfest which can only be remedied by 
new life from above and the operations of the Holy Spirit. 
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In Genadendal there are 755 communicants, over against 
109 baptised adults—an unsatisfactory proportion. In Klim 
the proportion is a better one, viz., 841 communicants to 
only 4U6 baptised adults. In Moravian Hill, in Capetown, 
the two classes of members are fairly evenly balanced, viz., 
2/1 to 257. The number of confirmands, i.e., of those 
who help to thin out the ranks of the baptised adults and to 
strengthen those of the communicants, is a pleasing feature 
in some of the congregations. Thus, e.g., Moravian Hope 
(Port Elizabeth) shows 25 confirmands, and therewith 
stands second highest in the list—next to the large congre- 
gation at Genadendal, in which 30 persons were confirmed. 
Moravian Hope occupies a unique position amung the other 
congregations, in that it has 162 communicants and only 5 
baptised adults. It is remarkable that in a congregation 
like Mamre so few should have been confirmed—there are 
in connection with this congregation 621 communicants, 575 
baptised adults, and only 3 persons were confirmed. 

Glancing next at the column showing the nutnbers of 
those who are under church discipline, we find that in some 
congregations the conflict between light and darkness ebbs 
and flows continually. Thus, in Genadendal 24 were placed 
under church discipline, and 24 were re-admitted to full 
church membership; at Elim the proportion is almost the 
same; whilst at Mamre those who were re-admitted outnum- 
bered those who were ** disciplined ’’’ by 10. An unhealthy 
state of affairs is revealed at Pella, where there are 189 
communicants, 211 baptised adults, and 59 who were “ ex- 
cluded ’’ from church privileges—here, too, there were 8 
‘ases of fresh delinquents and only 3 re-admissions. 

But let us beware lest in any way we draw premature 
conclusions from such figures. Only the detailed station 
Reports can supply us with the necessary flesh and blood, 
so to speak, for the skeleton furnished by the statistics. 
From these alone would it be possible for us to learn to 
know the obstacles, which have their roots locally and in- 
wardly, and to have full light thrown on the prosaic figures 
of the statistics. 

Very pleasing is the information contained in a letter 
from the Superintendent, written in the spring of the year 
1917, to the effect that 45 persons had given in their names 
for confirmation at Moravian Hill; that at Goedverwacht 10 
adults, at Kapiteins Kloof 23 adults and 25 children, and 
at Genadendal 6 adults and 3 children, had been baptised, 
and 13 had been added to the communicant congregation. 
At Elands Bai a large number of persons were waiting to 
be baptised. 


May our God furthermore hold His protecting hand 
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A CooLiz, OR BritisH INDIAN, Hut, Surinam. (See p. 102.) 
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over His work in South Africa; may He in His mercy pre- 
serve it from harm during the time of the war; may He 
grant our missionaries a strong faith and a fervent love; 
and may He fill the members of our churches with His 
Holy Spirit, granting them new life and keeping them in 
the hour of temptation. 
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3 AST summer was a season ol tremendous Himalayan 
7, tours for several of our missionaries in this field. 
As soon as the spring permitted, Br. and Sr. Kunick 
left Foo te resume the work at Kyelang, which has 
again been left without a missionary for the winter. ‘They 


arrived there m June, having accomplished a journey of 200 
miles. 

Their place at Poo has heen taken by Br. and Sr. Bur- 
roughs, who moved thither from Leh. ‘This was a journey 
of more than 400 miles, occupying 28 days and involving the 
crossing of many loity passes. for two-thirds of the way 
they were accompanied by Br. Peter, the Superintendent 
of our West Himalayan Mission. He brought them as far 
as Kyibar, in Spiti. At this appointed rendezvous the party 
were met by Br. H. Marx, the senior missionary at Poo. 
As he came northward he did evangelistic and medical work 
In many villages. The two days spent with Br. Peter at 
Kyibar were devoted to Christian fellowship and mutual 
counsel about the spiritual needs of Poo, and were specially 
valuable to the two missionaries who now serve that con- 
gregation. 

Then Br. Peter turned westward to Kyelang, while Br. 
Marx returned southward to Poo with his new colleague. 
The visit of the Superintendent to the central station cheered 
our native Christians and encouraged their devoted mis- 
sionaries. For this lonely post is 200 miles distant from 
Poo, to the South-west, and from Leh, to the North, of it. 
By the time that Br. Peter reached the latter station ayain, 
he must have accomplished a journey of some 700 miles 
Of the numerous passes which he surmounted in the course 
of it, fourteen were higher than the summit of Mt. Blanc. 
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Last years iil and statistics have, to our regret, 
not reached us from these stations. But letters have told 
us of progress and of desire for more earnest spiritual life. 
Chompel continues to serve his fellow-Christians at Kalatse 
in the gospel, and they cherish the hope that they may again 
have a@ missionary. 

Poo was favoured with a visit from the manager of the 
Bashahr State, who has ever shown himself a true friend 
of missionary work there... The heathen marvelled that-the 
high official confessed himself a Christian by attending the 
services in our little church at Poo. For to them Chris- 
tianity is the religion of the ‘‘ no-caste '’ people. So they 
came to the public service and crowded out the place of 
worship. But those squatting on the terrace outside could 
hear all that went on inside. 

One report has come to hand. It is that of the Leh 
Hospital for the year ending September 30th, 1916. It 
chronicles a time of hard work, as there had been a great 
deal of epidemic disease. But there had been steady pro- 
gress, if also much anxiety. ‘The workers would fain see 
more definite spiritual results, as well as medical. Regular 
daily service is held with the out-patients before they are 
attended to. The heathen listened with attention, but one 
or another will say: ** Oh yes, we also pray to your Jesus 
and believe that He can help us. But the missionaries 
often feel that they are only looking to Jesus Christ as one 
of many “ gurus ” (teachers) who are worshipped in India. 
‘“ We want them,’’ says Dr. Hieber, *’ to realise that He is 
the fairest among ten thousand. Before each operation we 
offer prayer on behalf of the patient, and I believe that they 
would not be at all pleased if we omitted it. We feel that 
the confidence of the people in our work is growing.’’ 

~The removal of Br. and Sr. Burroughs to Poo was a 
loss to the hospital. He was always ready to step into the 
breach whenever the medical work needed him, and his wite 
was a constant and able helper, especially in giving anaes- 
thetics, when operations had to be performed. It is hoped 
that Sr. Mary Tatterson will go out soon for the medical 
as well as the zenana work. She has been in training at 
Chelsea Missionary Training; Home, -whence Sr. Moore, now 
Sr. Burroughs, came to us.. Dr. Kathleen Hieber’s medical 
work among the purdah ladies, whom she visits in the 
zenanas of Leh, is most useful and necessary. Not only 
does it minister healing to those who would else suffer sadly, 
but the Christian friendship of a ‘‘ mem-sahib ” brings 
brightness into lonely. colourless lives. 

‘The hospital buildings are greatly improved. The out- 
patient room has a skylight and white walls, providing ex- 
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cellent light for delicate operations. The majority of the 
major operations are for cataract. Quite a number of 
patients have received their sight again. ‘Tours are under- 
taken in the country around whenever possible. 

Dr. Hieber expresses his gratitude to all the friends, 
new and old, whose prayers and gifts have aided this work. 
Such support is increasingly necessary, for the small Govern- 
ment grant goes but a short way now towards providing 
the indispensable drugs. Their prices are rising to enormous 
figures, and the cost of carriage from India is increasingly 
expensive and difficult. 
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A AST November 28th the Mapoon Mission celebrated 
a 


‘7, its twenty-fifth anniversary. It was a day long to 
be remembered. Both morning and afternoon there 
Were special services, and the baptism of seven 
adults and three infants added to the solemn joy of the occa- 
sion. The hearts of the missionaries were full of gratitude 
to God for all His mercy and lovingkindness throughout this 
quarter of a century. Three out of the four who landed in 
1891 at that barren spot are still in the work, and can com- 
pare what they saw then with what their own eyes can look 
upon now. Who would have thought that, not only the very 
face of nature could be so changed, but that the degraded 
and treacherous creatures who then surrounded the new- 
comers and imperilled their lives, could have given place to 
a generation so different! The four were Br. and Sr. J. G. 
Ward and Br. and Sr. Hey; and as the two latter and the 
widow of the first-named pioneer look around to-day on the 
change effected by God’s blessing on their labours, they 
exclaim with the Psalmist, *‘ It is the Lord’s doing and it 


is marvellous in our eyes.”’ 
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Such a restrospect and comparison are the more en- 


couraging as the course of Aboriginal Mission work is beset 


with many difficulties and disappointments. Too often it 
seems as though the blacks only understood and valued 
material things. But Br. Hey writes:—‘‘ It is therefore 
our constant endeavour to make use of material things to 
lead them on to higher and nobler ideals.’’ He continues: 
‘* The full-blooded natives are a dying race, and have no 
future as such. But God’s redeeming love has reached 
down. and a remnant of these unfortunate people is now 
being raised up out of the dead bones, and are welded to- 
gether with islanders and others, thus forming a new race, 
which has every opportunity to live a Christian life.’ The 
same process is going on at Weipa on similar lines, and 
although Aurukun is closed, owing to the regretted absence 
of its missionary, we trust it can be renewed there in due 
time. 


>e<4-——_ 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


ee 


\N July 26th the Harmony reached St. John’s, Newfound- 
land, after a passage lasting three weeks from the 


Lizard and four weeks all but a day from London. 
Particulars regarding the voyage are not yet. to hand. 
Our hearts are full of gratitude to God who has once more 
extended His protecting care to our little missionary vessel— the 
vessel of many prayers—which is probably the smallest steam- 
ship to cross and re-cross the Atlantic regularly year by year. 


After a stay of a week in the port of St. John’s the vessel left, 
on August 2nd, for her first trip northwards along the Coast of 
Labrador. May she be permitted in safety to carry out her full 
programme. 


As we write these Notes another mail from Labrador lies 
before us. Letters reached our London Office during the 
August Bank Holiday. Of special interest is a letter received 
from Killinek, our northernmost and most lonely station on the 
Coast. It is from the pen of Br. 8. Townley, and was written on 
April 6th last. An extract from this letter will be found else- 
where in this number of our quarterly magazine, under ‘‘ Miscel- 
laneous Intelligence.’ . 


Under the same heading will also be found the latest news to. 
hand regarding our Nyasa and Unyamwezi missionaries and 
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their families, which has reached us quite recently from France, 
South Africa and Germany. 


In place of the usual Leper Home Report, which this year 
contains nothing that has not already appeared in the pages of 
our magazine for 1917, we are this time publishing an article 
from the pen of Bishop La Trobe which has lately reached us, 
and which deals with the 50th Anniversary of the Home. 

Owing to War conditions no Report of the Bohemian Mission 
of our Church has been forthcoming in English this vear. 
Hence the omission of all reference to this section of the work 
of our Chureh in this vear’s September issue of the PertopicaL 
Accounts. At the time of writing, tov, the Statistical Tables 
have not yet come to hand, and it is quite possible that we shall 
have to go to press without these this time. Perhaps we may be 
able to make up for the deficiency in our December Number. 
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kvtract from a letter of Br. S, Townley’s received on August 7th, 


* Killinek, Labrador, 
“April 6th, 1917. 

* Just a line to you from tlis outpost. Weare all well. The 
winter has been cold and stormy. Now we are having a spell of 
nice weather, and hope it will continue. Within a couple of 
miles of the station we have water with no ice in sight ~ But it 
will not remain long. The tides will fill the sea again with big 
lumps of danger to boats. 

“On Palm Sunday we had the pleasure of confirming two 
persons and examining nine baptized adults previous to ad- 
mitting them to the Lord’s Table on Maundy ‘Vhursday. ‘The 
increase in our Communicant List therefore is considerable. viz., 
eleven. On the Thursday evening in question we had 28 com- 
municants with us round the Lord’s Table —~—a nice little group. 
It was pleasing and cheering to us and all concerned. . . . We 
have also begun forming a choir. At all the services we get 
very good attendances. 

* On the School register we had 27 names, and 25 attended 
reguiarly. English and Eskimo children have been taught by 
myself. The Sewing Class was conducted by Mrs. Townley, 
with the help of Miss Lyall, the Store servant’s daughter, who 
was one of the number confirmed. In the Schoul we taught the 
K’skimo children the rudiments of English. A good beginning 
has been made, and the children and their parents are delighted. 
You ought to hear them sing ‘God save the King’ and give three 
cheers for him! Just now our people are trying to get a little 
money together to send off ‘to the soldiers and sailors for cigar- 
ettes. One man has given me a dollar.” 
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Extract from a Letter of Bishop van Calker’s re our Nyasa 
Missionaries. 

In a letter dated June 24th, 1917, Bishop E. van Calker, of 
Shiloh, South Africa, East, gives us the following information 
regarding the missionaries of 1 our Nyasaland Mission Province, 
and their wives and children. : 

* You will have heard that, at at he beginning of February, the 
wives and the children of our Nyasa missionaries. arrived in 
Pretoria, as it was stated, ‘on their way to Germany’; but every- 
body knew that they would never get so far. Mrs. van Calker 
and I went to Pretoria at once to see the prisoners and render 
them help and assistance. ‘The sisters and children were in 
a deplorable state when they reached Pretoria—many of the 
prisoners were penniless Hundreds of pounds have been spent 
by various local South African Associations for the benefit of 
the prisoners. Besides which, the local Dutch papers broug ‘ht 
sympathetic articles on them. Daily, many people brought fruit, 
vegetables, eggs, butter, to the Internment Camp. = Lhe 
Government rations consisted of meat, bread, potatoes, coffee, 
sugar, tea, and milk. ‘The cooking was done by the sisters 
themselves, but the washing was done by native women. The 
Camp Inspector, Mr. Cowley, a very nice man indeed, did every- 
thing in his power to help the prisoners. With our sisters were 
also the ladies of the Berlin Mission, and about 15 nuns— 
altogether there were in the Camp 52 ladies, Mr. Uhlmann, and 
80 children ‘The housing was very bad ‘They had one big hall 
as dining, sitting, and work room, and another big hall. without 
any partitions, as dormitory for all of them. We spent ten days 
at Pretoria. and we saw the prisoners dailv, having received per- 
mission to visit them. ‘Three months later the sisters were 
removed to ‘lempe. near Bloemfontein, where the housing of 
the prisoners is much better. We would gladly have received 
all our sisters and their children at our stations, and we made 
representations to the Government for their release ; but release 
was not granted, on the ground that these ladies were Imperial 
prisoners and the Government of the Union of South Africa had 
no jurisdiction in their case. Still, we do for them what we can, 
sending them parcels with all sorts of things which might be 
useful to them. 

‘The missionaries of Nyasaland, after their removal from 
Blantyre, were first interned at Mombasa; from there they were 
brought to Tanga. Lately we hiave heard that they have been 
removed again to some other place, but we do not know where.” 


The latest News to hand regarding the Missionaries of the Unyamwezt 
Province of our German East African Mission. 


In a letter received on August 7th from Br. J. Terp, late of the 
Unyamwezi Mission and now a prisoner of war under Belgian 
jurisdiction in France (and net interned in Switzerland, as was 
stated in our June issue in consequence of wrong information 


—— 
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conveyed to us by the Terps themselves before they left England 
for the Continent), we are told that the Buttners and the Kootzes 
were also at Espalion in the Aveyron Department of France, 
whilst Br. P. Terp was at the St. Affrique Internment Camp in 
the same department ; and in a letter received on the same day 
from Bishop La ‘Trobe we are informed that the Seibts, Brauers, 
Blohms, Oberleins, and Nielsens were likewise in France, though 
not in the same camps as the brothers J. and P. Terp. 


>eo< -—- 


THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR 
LEPER HOME AT JERUSALEM. 


By Bishop B. La Trohe. 


“You will like to hear of the 30th May at Jerusalem, as 
marking the dUth Anniversary of the Opening of our Leper 
Home there Before the war plans were being considered for 
an occasion when a representative of the Administrative Com- 
mittee should be present from this centre. In spite of the war 
it had, until lately. been hoped to interest a fairly large and 
influential cirele, including important Turkish officials and the 
representatives of other Churches and Missions But the times 
and circumstances have proved obviously unfavourable. So our 
Jerusalem workers and friends have contented themselves with 
a simple but worthy Jubilee celebration. 

‘By half-past seven in the morning the members of the Local 
Committee and their wives, as also our Arab Pastor. Farhud 
Kurban, joined the Sisters at our Hospital. Pastor Jeremias, 
the President of our Jerusalem Cominittee, conducted the service, 
and his address was founded on the suitable and cheering texts 
for the day in. our Textbook, Ps. xxi. J: “ Lhe Lord is my 
Shepherd; [ shall mot want,’ and Rom 1 7: “ Grace to you 
and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” In 
his prayer, not only the friends of the work who dwell at 
Herrnhut, but the wide fellowship in this traly benevolent work 
which binds Christians of. many lands, were gratefully remem- 
bered. ‘The service was closed with the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Henediction. . 

* Then the guests took breakfast with the Sisters, who, since 
the departure of the Bayers, bravely abide alone at their post, 
busy in all the activities of the Home and of the indispensable 
residue of the farm. After the pleasant social breakfast a 
Memorial Service was conducted by Pastor Farhud Kurban in 
the Prayer Hall of the Institution. It must have been a touching 
occasion when our Arab Chaplain, who ministers to our 354 
patients in their own tongue, spoke to them of the Friend of the 
Lepers, who has now for half a century preserved this Home for 
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them. They and we are thankful that the Government authorities 
still hold out the hope of continued protection and assistance in 
these most serious times. ‘They desire the maintenance of our 
Hospital and of kindred institutions in Jerusalem. 

‘In the afternoon our Sisters had invited representatives of 
three of these Institutions to coffee in honour of the day. ‘These 
came in the spirit of the cordial sympathy which ever binds 
their work and ours. And they brought generous presents for 
the personal use of our staff, gifts of a most useful and welcome 
character, especially in war time, when even the necessities of 
eveiyday life are hardly to be attained, ¢.g., some bed linen and 
packets of tea, cocoa and rice. 

‘In the evening the members of tlie Local Committee and 
their wives returned for supper with the Sisters, whose hospi- 
tality was facilitated by the products of their garden, their farm, 
and their fowl run. Many a good word was spoken at this 
social gathering, and many a blessing desired for the work and 
the workers. As amain feature on this occasion Pastor Jeremias 
read the cordial salutation which had been sent by the Adminis- 
trative Committee at Herrnhut. 

“Nor were gilts of money absent. The President brought 
£10 for the work,. as.a help from the ‘Gihon Fund, which was 
realised from the sale of the first Hospital building, situated 


g, 
near the Gibon reservoirs (the upper and lower pools of 
II. Chronicles xxxil. and several passages in Isaiah). The 
l'reasurer, Mr. Marcks, handed in £5 as a present from the 
Palestine Bank, of which he is the Manager. In this connection 
I may add that liberal Jubilee gifts are being received by the 
Administrative Committee here. Among these is a_ notable 
contribution of £125 from the Directing Board of our Conti- 
nental Province. May we not hope that the Jubilee of this 
beloved work of our Unity will be similarly remembered in all 
our Provinces? It needs special remembrance. ‘The war 
diminishes income and increases expenditure. Among the rest 
it-has necessitated the closing of the farm and the return home of 
the Bayer family. Their journey and the settling in of Sr. 
Bayer and her children at Niesky involves considerable cost. 
The stages of that journey may interest you. ‘They were: 
Jerusalem, Damascus, Aleppo, Islahie, Bosanti, Iconium, Haidar 
Pasha, Constantinople, Buda Pest, Oderberg, Vienna (Oderberg 
again), Breslau, Niesky..”’ 


Se P Regret 
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OBITUARY, 


August 15th, at Bromley, Kent, age 79, Sr. M. Ward, 
m.n. Weiss. 
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JIMMY AND SARAH, THE First CoNvERTS aT Mapoon, NORTH QUEENSLAND. (See p. 109) 


THE CHURcI AT WEIPA, 
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(JUEENSLAND. 


(See p 110.) 
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